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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Application 

1 . Claims 1-25 have been examined in this application. This communication is the 
first action on the merits. All received IDS statements in this case have been 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-14, 16-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent Number 5,797,134 to McMillan. 

(A) As per claim 1, McMillan teaches a vehicle insurance premium calculation 
system (McMillan: Abstract) comprising: 

usage status detection means for detecting usage status of a vehicle (McMillan: 
Col. 6, Ln. 43-54); 

data input means for inputting data relating to maintenance or management of said 
vehicle (McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 54-58); and 

insurance premium calculation means for calculating vehicle insurance premium 
based on said inputted data and results of said detection (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 15-20). 

(B) As per claim 2, McMillan further comprising display means for displaying data 
relating to said calculated insurance premium (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 41-44). 
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(C) As per claim 4, in McMillan the insurance premium calculation means calculates 
a vehicle insurance premium in real time in accordance with results of said detection and 
fluctuations in data relating to maintenance or management of said vehicle (McMillan: 
Col. 8,Ln. 26-31). 

(D) As per claim 5, in McMillan the insurance premium calculation means calculates 
an expected vehicle insurance premium in accordance with results of said detection and 
fluctuations in data relating to maintenance or management of said vehicle (McMillan: 
Col. 6, Ln. 23-35). 

(E) As per claim 6, in McMillan a vehicle insurance premium calculation system 
comprising an on-board apparatus, maintenance data management means, and a server 
apparatus (McMillan: Abstract and Figure 4): 

wherein said on-board apparatus comprises: 

usage status detection means for detecting usage status of a vehicle (McMillan: 
Col. 6, Ln. 50-54); 

on-board sending means for sending at least data relating to said detected usage 
status (McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 50-54); 

on-board reception means for receiving at least data relating to insurance 
premiums (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 41-44); and 

means for displaying said received data (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 41-44); 

wherein said maintenance data management means comprises: 

data input means for inputting at least data relating to maintenance or 
management of said vehicle (McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 54-58); and 
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data sending means for sending at least data relating to maintenance or 
management of said vehicle (McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 62-64); and 
wherein said server apparatus comprises: 

server side reception means for receiving data relating to said usage status and 
data relating to said maintenance or management of vehicle (McMillan: Figure 4 and Col. 
6, Ln. 48-56); 

insurance premium calculation means for calculating vehicle insurance premiums 
based on said received data (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 5-13); and 

server side sending means for sending data relating to said calculated insurance 
premiums to said on-board apparatus (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln, 41-44). 

(F) As per claims 7-11, these claims repeat features previously addressed in the 
rejection of claims 1-2 and 4-6, above, and are rejected on the same basis. 

(G) As per claim 12, in McMillan the insurance premium calculation step calculates a 
vehicle insurance premium in real time in accordance with results of said 

detection and fluctuations in data relating to maintenance or management of said vehicle 
(McMillan: Col. 8, Ln. 26-31). 

(H) As per claim 13, this claim repeats features previously addressed in the rejection 
of claim 4 and is rejected on the same basis. 

(I) As per claim 14, this claim repeats features previously addressed in the rejection 
of claim 6 and is rejected on the same basis. 

(J) As per claim 16, McMillan teaches a vehicle insurance premium calculation 
system, comprising: 
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operation status detection means for detecting how a vehicle is operated by a 
driver (McMillan: Col. 9, Ln. 3-16); 

status detection means for detecting passenger activation status of protection 
equipment for passengers (McMillan: Col. 9, Ln. 3-16); 

insurance premium calculation means for calculating vehicle insurance premixmis 
based on results of said detection (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 5-44); and 

display means for displaying said calculated vehicle insurance premium for said 
driver (McMillan: Col. 10, Ln. 41-44). 

(K) As per claims 17-20, these claim repeats features previously addressed in the 
rejection of claim 6 and are rejected on the same basis. 
(L) As per claim 21, McMillan teaches an On-board apparatus, comprising: 
a processor (McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 65-66); 

a detector that detects usage status of a vehicle, connected to said processor 
(McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 48-56); 

a radio part that sends data from said detector or said processor, said radio part 
receiving data relating to insurance premiums, said radio part being connected to said 
processor (McMillan: Col. 6, Ln. 56-64); 

a display connected to said processor (McMillan: Figure 4 and Col. 10, Ln. 41- 

44). 

(M) As per claims 22-25, these claims repeat features previously addressed in the 
rejection of claims 6 and 21 and are rejected on the same basis. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McMillan as applied to Claims 1 and 1 1, above, respectively, and in further view of US 
Patent Number 6,157, 342 to Okude. 

(A) As per claims 3 and 1 5, McMillan does not teach or suggest a voice output means 
for enabling voice output of data, however, this feature is well known in the art as 
evidenced by Okude (Col. 4, Ln. 49-67). At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of McMillan with 
the aforementioned feature fi-om Okude with the motivation of providing an additional 
means of communicating the insurance premium calculation to the user. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent Number 6,71 1,195 to Ukai and US Patent AppHcation Number 
2005/0091 175 to Framer are directed towards system similar to that of the claimed 
invention of the instant application. 

7. Any inquire concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Vivek Koppikar, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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5109. The examiner can normally be reached from Monday to Friday between 8 AM and 



If any attempt to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas, can be reached at (571) 272-6776. The fax telephone 
numbers for this group are either (571) 273-8300 or (703) 872-9326 (for official 
communications including After Final communications labeled "Box AF"). 

Another resource that is available to applicants is the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR). Information regarding the status of an application can be 
obtained from the (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAX. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, please feel free to contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



4:30 PM. 



Sincerely, 




Vivek Koppikar 



4/3/2006 




